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known and obeyed a man can build with a sure hand
his future destiny, shaping his growth on lines of ever-
increasing beauty until he reaches the stature of the
iPerfect Man.

WHY OUR PAST LIVES ARE FORGOTTEN

No question is more often heard when reincarnation
is spoken of than : u If I were here before, why do I not
remember it ? " A little consideration of facts will
answer the question.

First of all, let us noie the tact that we forget more
of our present lives than we remember. Many people
cannot remember learning to read ; yet the fact that they
can read proves the learning. Incidents of childhood
and youth have faded from our memory, yet they have
left traces on our character. A fall in babyhood is
forgotten, yet the victim is none the less a cripple. And
this, although we are using the same body in which the
forgotten events were experienced.

These events, however, are not wholly lost by us ; if
a person be thrown into a mesmeric trance, they may
be drawn from the depths of memory; they are sub-
merged, not destroyed. Fever patients have been known
to use in delirium a language known in childhood and
forgotten in maturity. Much of our sub-consciousness
consists of these submerged experiences, memories
thrown into the background but recoverable.

If this be true of experiences encountered in the
present body, how much more, must it be true of